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l! CHAPTER I 
PLAN OF STUDY 
The purpose of this study was to determine, insofar as 
possible, why children like or dislike the stories in Over~ 
1
; City Bridge, published by the American Book Company, 22 level. 
The first plan was to read fifty stories to the children, 
II. 'I 
twenty-five basal stories and twenty-five supplementary storie~ 
The supplementary stories were to include various types such as II 
humorous, informational, and fairy tales. This plan was dis-
carded because it was felt that the study should be limited to 
just basal readers as all children come in contact with these 
1 types of stories. ~ ~ City Bridge, American Book Company, 
22 level, was the basal reader selected because this was not 
the basal reader which the children would come in contact with 
in their regular school program. 
It was decided that the teacher would read the stories to 
the children so that there would be no discrimination in the 
reading ability of the children. Each story took about five 
minutes to read. Two stories were read every day, one in the 
morning and one in the afternoon. 
All the children in two second grades and one third grade 
1 heard all the stories 1n the basal reader selected. 
Three methods of response were decided upon to determine 
the children interests: pictures, retention, and individual 
I 
II 
- I 
' oral response. 
No directions were given before the story was read. The 
following directions were given immediately after the reading 
of the story. 
1. The teacher said, "Draw a picture aqout the story." 
2. An answer sheet was passed to the children. They 
answered from seven to eleven "yes" or "no" recall questions 
' made by the teacher and read ~Y the teacher. "Yes" or ·"no" 
questions were decided upon to facilitate the responses of the 
1 children. All of the children answered all of the questions. 
The following is a sample checklist for a story. 
Story 26. Brother Rabbit's Friends 
1. There were five animals in the play. 
2. Brother Wolf and Brother Beat and Brother Lion wanted to 
go fishing. 
J. They were going to carry the fish home in a box. 
4. Brother Rabbit was the one who said there were no catfish 
in the pond. 
5. Brother Rabbit told them how to catch the moon. 
6. Brother Wolf liked the water. 
7. Brother Rabbit tried to catch the moon. 
8. They caught the moon. 
9. They played a joke on Brother Rabbit. 
All of the checklists may be found in the Kppendix. 
3. Each child came up to the teacher's desk and 
answered the question, "Did you like the story or didn't you 
1 2 
j) 
like the story and why? 11 Everything the child said was re-
corded by the teacher. The following is a sample of the re-
1 spouses obtained. 
Story 39. Lost in the Woods 
"Yes, because he found his way home. II 
"Yes, because it was funny." 
"Yes, because he foWld. his way out of the woods. II 
"Yes, because he got lost in the woods." 
"Yes, because when he got lost he learned how to get 
out by pointing to the sun." 
All the stories were presented by the teacher to all the 
children but a different method of response was obtained from 
each classroom for e.ach story. 
The stories in the basal reader were d1 vided into three 
1 groups. 
Group }:. 
The Big City 
The Flying Balloon 
Home At Last 
Ted and Jolly 
The Seven Little Coats 
Go-Go Finds Out 
A Home for !-laster 
A Letter from Santa Claus 
The Storm 
I 
,, 
3 
What Time of Year 
The Baseball Field 
The Pottlebys Go to a Party 
Mother's Birthday Surprises 
The Proud Cat 
The Greatest Fourth of July 
GrouJ2 ~ 
The City Horse 
The Harbor 
~fuistling Friends 
Airport Dog 
The Horse That Went to School 
Mr. Plum and the Little Green Tree 
Jack Frost 
Moving Day 
Brother Rabbit 1 s Friends 
Bozo 
Red Oaks Ball Park 
A Trip to Harbor City 
A Long Winter Sleep 
Where the Brook Went 
II· ~ 
\I 
4 
GroqQ C 
Birds That Tell Time 
The Lighthouse 
No-Whistle 
The Clown and the Monkey 
I Like the City 
The Elves and the Shoemaker 
Christmas Magic 
Spring is Just Around the Corner 
Spring at Last 
Bozo is Lost 
Bird Banding 
Where the Right Shoe Was Left 
Lost in the Woods 
The Rich Goose 
The plan of rotation was set up as follows: 
Classroom!=! I II III 
Groups Nethods of Response_§ 
A 1 2 3 1. = picture 
B 2 3 1 2. - retention -
c 3 1 2 3· - oral respons -
5 
II 
,I. 
·I I 
1: 
=r 
I For example, the story Going to the City was read to the 
three classrooms. Children in classroom I responded by drawing 
a picture, children in classroom II responded by answering re- I 
call questions, and children in classroom III responded by the 
1, individual oral response. 
The stories were not done in consecutive order by all 
three classrooms. 
It was decided upon this method of rotation so that every 
story would be presented in every way because one story might 
lend itself better to one presentation. Every story was pre-
sented in every way. 
II It was considered in this study that the individual oral 
response was the best method. 
All checking and scoring was done by the teacher. 
The population was composed of second and third grade 
children in areas suburban to Metropolitan Boston. There were 
' forty-six boys and thirty-eight girls. The suburban areas in-
cluded both industrial and professional communities and home 
conditions varied from average to above average. 
The oral responses of the children were categorized under 
the following headings: plot, character, humor, ending, 
length, rhyme, or personal association. The responses given 
under plot were subdivided in relation to each separate story. 
In categorizing oral responses, some children gave more 
I 
I 
'I 
I 
I 
than one reason for liking or disliking the story. Each reason
1 
1\ 
I 
6 
was listed separately. Therefore, in some stories, the re-
sponses listed exceed the number of children tested. 
l' The pictures were categorized under the subdivisions of 
the plot as given by the oral responses. Some pictures de-
picted more than one element of the story. Each element they 
portrayed was listed separately. 
The comprehension checks were corrected and evaluated to 
find the range of scores, the mean, and the standard deviation. 1 
Data were analyzed and results are presented in the next II 
chapter. 
7 
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n 
C . 
,, 
I 
II 
II 
CHAPTER II 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
The purpose of this study was (1) to determine the quali-
ties which interest the children at grade two and grade three 
level for the stories in~~ City Bridge, published by the 
American Book Company, basal reader 22 level, (2) to discover 
the likes and dislikes of the children for the stories in this 
book, and (3) to discover the reason why the children like or 
dislike the stories in this book. 
The data were analyzed to find: 
1. The comprehension of each story. 
2. Whether the. children liked or disliked the stories 
in the American Book Company basal reader, ~ 
,g .Qill Bridge. 
J. The reasons for the likes and dislikes. 
4. The particular aspects of the plot which appealed 
to the children. 
II 
'I 
I 
II 
I 
,, 
!I 
9 
Story 1. THE BIG CITY 
CO~~REHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Responses 
Charac- Pers. Total I 
Plot ~~t~e~r=- Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
~ L D L D L D L D L D L D 
Oral 25 
j Pictures 34 
I 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
r The engine frightened the horse. 
, The country boy aided the horse. 
I 
I The 
I 
country boy came to the city. 
I. The city horse was not frightened. 
The country horse. 
Mr. Polaski's vegetables. 
J The boy lived in the country. 
1 
Oral 
14 
6 
2 
2 
2 
26 
34 
Picture 
14 
3 
2 
7 
1 
4 
3 
Of the twenty-six children who gave oral responses, 
twenty-five liked the story and one disliked it. The largest 
number of or~l responses was under plot. The remaining oral 
response was under personal association. All the thirty-four 
pictures were under plot. 
I 
ll I 
Story 2. THE CITY HORSE 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible ;:>core Standard Deviation 
9 6.1 1.74 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Res:Qonses 
Charac-
Plot ter 
LD L D 
Pers. Total 
Humor ~nding Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
LD L D L DLD L D 
Oral 
Picture 
29 
26 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
1 Horse came back to the city. 
Horse went to the country. 
! There are animals in it. 
I Children fed the horse. 
He could see his old friends again. 
Because it is about the country. I like 
the country. 
1 
Oral 
9 
15 
3 
1 
1 
19 
26 
Picture 
13 
11 
2 
The nineteen children who gave or~1 responses liked the 
story. The largest number of oral responses was under plot. 
The remaining oral response was under personal association. 
1 All the pictures were under plot. 
Story 3. BIRDS THAT ~ TIME 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 8.12 
D~STRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
c.;harac-
j Responses 
I 
Plo t ___ -"t-"e.-.r __ 
LD L D 
1 Oral 28 3 
1 Pictures 24 
Pers. Total 
Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
LD L D L DLDLD 
1 1 32 
19 
~UBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
I 
: When birds came. 
. People got on roof. 
l 
1 Garden on roof. 
1 
Birds could tell time. 
I I went up on elevator. 
I 
Janitor helped them. 
Fed pigeons. 
Lady l aughed. 
1 City story. 
I 
! Too common. 
l:li g buildings. 
Oral L----r> Picture 
4 7 
3 7 
2 6 
13 
3 1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 
Of the thirty-two children who gave oral responses, thirty 
I liked the story e:md two children disliked it. 
,, 
The l~rgest number of or~l responses was under plot. The I 
remaining oral responses were humor and perso~l associations. 
All the pictures were under plot. 
Story 4. THE FLYING BALLOON 
COf1PREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 8.35 .95 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Responses 
Charac-
Plot ~..;:t..;:e.:=.r~ 
LD L D 
Pers. Total 
Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
LDL DL DLDLD 
1 Oral 2.'+ 2 1 
Pictures 28 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
Oral L----r> 
26 
28 
Picture I 
The balloon caught in a tree. '9 2 11 ,, 
1 
IJ:'he man got the balloon from the tree. 
· The man gave the boy the balloon. 
9 
6 
10 I 
I 
7 I' 
I 
II 
Of the twenty-six children who gave oral responses, twenty-1 
" four liked the story and two disliked it. The largest number I 
The remaining oral response I · of oral responses was under plot. 
1 was under ending. All the twenty-eight pictures were under 
I· plot. 
1_3 
Story 5. THE HARBOR 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 7.97 1.07 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Responses 
Charac-
Plot ter 
LD L D 
Pers. Total 
Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
LDL DL DLDLD 
I Oral 29 
1 Pictures 26 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
' Country boy got cows back on boat. 
1
They went to the harbor. 
I 1 It is about a ship. 
I 
I The children went on the streetcar. 
I It is about boats. I like boats. 
I The country boy knew something. 
1 
Oral 
L--n 
15 
10 
1 
1 
1 
1 
19 
26 
Picture 
4 
5 
12 
5 
The nineteen children who gave oral responses liked the 
story. The largest number of oral responses was under plot. 
The remaining oral response was under personal association. 
All the pictures were under plot. 
I 
I 
I 
:I 
I 
= !! 
Story 6. THE LIGHTHOUSE 
COI1PREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 8.04 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
I Charac- Pers. Total 
II IRes:Qonses Plot ter Humor Ending Lepgth Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
I Ll5 L D L D L D L D L D L D 
I oral .31 1 2 1 .3.3 
!Pictures 2.3 2 19 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
I Oral L---r> Picture d I Airplane went overhead, lighthouse working. 
Bridge light went off, lighthouse went on. 
Lighthouse flashing on and off. 
jJack and lighthouse old friends. 
I 
I 
Lighthouse protection for Jack. 
7 
6 
.3 
6 
4 
iLighthouse could talk. 1 
!Lighthouse afraid bridge light would go off. 1 
!When fixed, lighthouse light went real good. 
!Lighthouse tried to light for boy when he 
' grew up. 
jWind blew. 
Ships sailing on water. 
jMen on ships approaching. 
I 
1 · 
1 
1 
9 
2 
2 
5 
7 
The thirty-three children who gave oral responses liked 
1 the story. The largest number of oral responses was under 
j plot. The remaining oral responses were under character, 
ending, and personal associations. Twenty-three of the pictures 
I were under plot and two pictures were under charact'er. 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
11 10.11 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
l Responses Charac-Plot --==..;::t..;::e-.r-=--LD L D 
Pers. Total 
Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested I 
LDL DL DLDLD 
I Oral Pictures 20 5 26 
I 
I 
1 Boy 
I 
j The 
I The 
I The 
j The 
I The 
I 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
rode on moving stairs. 
policeman helped Dick. 
boy got lost. 
boy was found. 
visit to the toy shop. 
train ride home. 
Oral 
L D 
5 
3 
4' 5 
4 
3 
1 
25 
26 
Picture 
3 
1 
4 
18 
I Of the twenty-five children who gave oral responses, 
twenty liked the story and five disliked it. All oral response 
j were under plot. All the twenty-six pictures were under plot. 
Story 8. ·wHISTLING FRIENDS 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 7.00 .95 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Responses 
I 
Charac-
Plot ~-t·e~r~ LD L D 
Pers. 
Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. 
LD L DL DLDLD 
Total jl 
Tested I 
I 10ral 
Pictures 
I 
20 
24 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
!Bill got the bird back. 
1
Bird :flies to the boy. 
Bird flies away from home. 
I 
4 
Oral 
L-"D 
.14 
.Because it has birds in it. 4 
19 
24 
Picture 
13 
5 
4 
!Boy goes to school. 2 2 
I 
: 
I The nineteen children who gave oral responses liked the 
jstory. The largest number of oral responses was under plot. 
I
The remaining oral responses were under personal association. 
All the pictures were under plot. 
I 
. I 
7 
Story 9. NO-WHISTLE 
CO~IPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 1.17 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
I Charac- Pers. Total 
,, 
I Responses Plot ter Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 1 
L D L · D L D L D L D L D L I 
I Oral .31 1 1 
I Pictures 16 
.3 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
I 
1
Train went over mountain. 
11 Man took two trains. 
! No-Whistle was brave. 
Joe had a whistle, No-Whistle didn1 t. 
j No-~histle went over mountain wrong way. 
jJoe could blow. 
I 
No-Whistle thought wouldn't make it and did. 
Trains talked. 
1 Joe couldn't go over mountain, not so brave. 
1No. - Whistle. 
No-Whistle and Joe together. 
Oral L----r> 
15 
2 
6 
.3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
D 
.30 
19 
Picture 
7 
2 
5 
5 
The thirty children who gave oral responses liked the 
l story. The largest number of oral responses was under plot • 
II 
II 
II 
. _ _ j 
The remaining oral responses . were under ending and character. 
I 
1 Sixteen of the pictures were under plot and three pictures 
II were under character. 
Story 10. TED AND JOLLY 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score ~ Standard Deviation 
9 8.50 .33 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
I Responses Plot Charac- Pers. Total 
I LD 
ter Humor Ending Length Rhyme Kssoc. Tested 
L DLD L DL DLDLD 
I Oral 23 1 
I Pictures 35 
I 
I 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
! Dog pulled lion's tail. 
Dog thought it was a real lion. 
Ted and the lion. 
The lion jumped on Ted. 
I The lion. 
!People watching show. 
! Ted and Jolly. 
I 
1 
Oral 
L--n 
18 
4 
3 
25 
35 
Picture 
3 
17 
4 
2 
9 
II 
I 
I 
I 
1 The twenty-five children who gave oral responses liked the 
I story. The largest number of oral responses was under plot. II 
j The remaining oral responses were under humor and personal asso-
j ciation. All the thirty-five pictures were under plot. 
Story 11. AIRPORT DOG 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 1.06 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
' 
' I 
I 
1 Responses 
Charac-
Plot ter 
L D L D 
Pers. Total 
Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
LDL DL DLDLD 
: Oral 23 
1 Pictures 27 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT· 
They went to the airport. 
II The dog went to the farm with Dick. 
· Bill bought the dog. 
1 It had planes in it. I like planes. 
It was the boy's birthday. 
! He \'ias kind to give dog away. 
Ate lunch at the airport. 
. Boy sees dog behind packages. 
2 
Oral 
L D 
5 
5 
7 
2 
2 
2 
19 
24 
Picture 
15 
2 
5 
5 
The nineteen children who gave oral responses liked the 
story. The largest number of oral responses was under plot. 
I 
!The remaining ora l responses were under personal association. 
I 
All the pictures were under plot. 
J 
!The remaining oral response was under humor. All the pictures 
\were under plot. 
Story lJ. SEVEN LITTLE GOATS 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 8.11 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Charac- Pers. Total 
' Responses 
I 
~ ter Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
LDL DLD L DL DLDLD 
I 
I Oral 
I Pictures 
2:5 J 
29 
1 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
I 
I 
!Mother cut hole in bag. 
I 
' The wolf got the rocks. 
I 
I !The goats escaped. 
~ The baby was in the clock. 
jToo short. 
1Wolf didn't get supper. 
1 
Oral 
L D 
9 
.. 7 
5 
J 
1 
J 
26 
29 
Picture 
10 
12 
4 
J 
Of the twenty-su children who gave oral responses, twenty-lj 
lone liked the story and five disliked it. The largest number 
lor oral responses was under plot. The remaining oral responses 
!were under ending and length. All the twenty-nine pictures 
were under plot. 
I 
Story 14. THE HORSE THAT WENT TO SCHOO:t, 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score ~ Standard Deviation 
9 6.97 1.17 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Charac-
Res,Eonse_s Plot ter Humor Ending Length 
LB L D L D L D L D 
Oral 19 2 1 
1 Pictures 25 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
Jumping Jack passed the test. 
I 
I Horse surrounded by people. 
I 
I Jumping Jack was the best horse. 
J It is about a horse. 
1 The boys were happy at the end. 
I like stories about horses. 
' It had a schoolhouse for horses. 
Pers. Total 
Rhzme Assoc. Tested 
L D L 
1 
Oral 
L D 
10 
5 
2 
1 
1 
D 
19 
25 
Picture 
5 
14 
5 
The nineteen children who gave oral responses liked the 
story. The largest number of oral responses was under plot. 
· The remaining oral responses were under character, ending , and 
personal association. All the pictures were under plot. 
: 3 
I 
I 
II-
Story 15. I LIKE THE CITY 
COIV!PREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 6.92 .99 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Charac- Pers. Total 
Responses Plot ter Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
L D L D L DL D L D L D L D 
I 
Oral 
, Pictures 
22 1 
25 
1 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
I ~ Park in the spring , birds. 
I 
' Streetcars, bus, trains. 
1 Child with balloon. 
I 
' Crowds. of people. 
1Had fun with birds. 
Not hing interesting. 
1 5 
Oral 
L---n 
8 
7 
4 
2 
1 
1 
30 
19 
Pict:ure 
6 
7 
8 
4 
Of the thirty children who gave oral responses, twenty-
eight liked the story and two children disliked it. 
The largest number of oral responses was under plot. The 
' remaining ora l responses were under humor, rhyme, and length. 
All the pictures were under plot. 
4 
t:>tory 16. GO-GO FINDS OUT 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 8.21 .B9 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
I Charac- Pers. Total 
: Res12onses Plot ter Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
LJ5 L D L D L D L D L D L D 
Oral 2.5 2.5 II 
I Pictures Jl Jl I 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT l' 
1Go-Go rode on the balloons. 
Oral 
L-r5 
10 
I Picture 
11 9 
I He got a hat in the shop. 
· Monkey landed in a zoo cage. 
! The monkey dropped his hat. 
The monkey rode on .the dog. 
Monkey swinging on bananas. 
The balloon man. 
J 
6 
.5 
1 
4 
10 
J 
2 
J 
The twenty-five children who gave an oral response liked 
1 the story. All oral responses were under plot. All the thirtyj 
one pictures were under plot. 
Story 17. MR. PLUM AND THE LrrTLE GREEN TREE 
---- -
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 7.81 1.13 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Responses 
Charac-
Plot ter 
LD L D 
Pers. Total 
Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
LDL DL DLDLD 
i Oral 19 
Pictures 26 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
:They didn't cut down the tree. 
1
Men came in truck to cut down tree. 
Shoemaker likedthe tree. 
1Shoemaker fixed the Mayor's shoe. 
The Mayor said "Ow". 
Mr. Plum sang at the end. 
The boys came to the shop. 
Oral 
L---r5 
12 
1 
3 
2 
1 
19 
26 
Picture 
1 
11 
6 
3 
5 
The nineteen children who gave oral responses liked the 
i story. All the oral responses and all the pictures were under 
I plot. 
I 
I· 
I' 
I 
.: ~i • 
,, 
I 
I 
II 
II 
=-=- -=-=-- - ---- --=-
I 
Story 18. !!ill ELVES aND THE l::iHOEMAKER 
Possible Score 
9 
ResQonses Plot 
'LD 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Standard Deviation 
8.46 .93 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Charac~ Pers. Total 
ter Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
L DLDL DL DLDLD 
I 
Oral 
Pictures 
30 1 
22 
31 
17 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
Elves making shoes. 
Shoemaker making shoes. 
1 Shoemaker and wife watching elves dancing. 
Waited up for elves beside the fireplace. 
jPut out clothes. 
Everything turned out happy. 
l she read the story. 
I 
JElves kind to the shoemaker. 
lj Shoemaker got money. 
'I Elves got clothes. 
!Children in library. 
I 
1 About elves. 
.Qn:!l P1cture 
L D 
12 6 
5 6 
5 4 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
6 
1 
Of the thirty-one children who gave oral responses, thirty 
1
liked the story and one child disliked it. All the oral re-
I 
If=---=--=-- =-=o-
sponses were under plot. All the pictures were under. plot. 
Story 19. ~ ~ EQB MASTER 
COY~REH~NSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
8.82 1.1.5 9 
I! 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Res:gonses Plot 
Ll3 
Charac- Pers. 
ter Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. 
Total 11 Tested 
L DLDL DL DLDLD 
Oral 
Pictures 
2.5 
31 
Master tipped things 
Master got a home. 
He found a dog house. 
1 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
over. 
Goldfish fell on Master. 
Woman found dog. 
Oral 
L---r5 
10 
7 
3 
4 
2 
26 
31 
Picture 
3 
13 
7 
6 
2 
The twenty-six children who gave oral responses liked the 
story. The largest number of oral responses was under plot. 
The remaining oral response wa s under ending. All the thirty-
one pictures were under plot. 
I 
II 
'I 
II 
,j 
I 
======..o...- --=--== =-
Story 20. JACK FROST 
COMPREHEN~ION CHECK 
Possible ~core Standard Deviation 
9 1.2.3 
DISTRIBUTION OF Rb;SPONSES 
Responses 
Charac-
ll21 ter 
L D L D 
Pers. Total 
Humor ~nding Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested ! 
LD L DL DLDLD 
Oral 21 1 
Pictures 24 1 
I Jack 
I 
I Jack 
I Jack 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
painted the tree. 
s~id he would be back. 
talked to the flowers. 
King Winter was coming. 
King Winter woke up Jack Frost. 
I Jack painted the pumpkin. 
I Birds flew south. 
The flowers didn't like Jack Frost. 
Oral 
L D 
2 
.3 
7 
7 
2 
1 
19 
25 
Picture 
11 
6 
5 
2 
Of the nineteen children who gave oral responses, eighteen 
liked the story and one did not like the story. All the oral 
responses were under plot. Twenty-four pictures were under 
plot and one picture was under character. 
-- ~---
Story 21. CHRISTMAS MAGIC 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 8.83 .62 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Responses 
Charac-
Plot ~-t-e~r-=--LD L D 
Pers. Tot.al II 
Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
L D L D L D L D L D 
Oral 21 5 1 
Pictures 22 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
Reindeer in box. 
Made toys. 
Boy got :·reindeer. 
Made reindeer for John. 
Piece of wood changed into reindeer. 
Man gave surprise from box. 
About Christmas. 
Boy wanted reindeer. 
Two days to Christmas, now one day. 
Didn1 t have time but made it after all. 
Children in toy shop. 
Picture of toy shop. 
Said didn1 t have time to make reindeer. 
Not interesting. 
2 
Oral 
L---r5 
1 
1 
5 
5 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
28 
19 
Picture 
8 
3 
6 
5 
0 
1. 
II 
- -- ==--===--"'- --=== =============--====:#,!=---====-
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT (continued) 
Q!:§J: Picture 
L D 
Not those kind of stories. 2 
I Children too little to want reindeer. 1 
II Of the twenty-eight children who gave oral responses, 
twenty-one liked the story and seven children disliked it. 
The largest number of oral responses ·Nas under plot. The 
I 
1 remaining responses were under humor and length. 
' 
II 
l 
I 
l' 
I Story 22. !:: LETTER FROM SANTA 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
11 10.16 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Responses 
Charac-
Plot ter 
L D L D 
Pers. Total 1 
Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
LDL DL DLDLD 
I 
11 Oral il Pictures 
16 1 6 
27 
1 
I SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
I Santa was friendly to all animals. 
li He told children where to put letters. 
Santa went down chimney. 
1 Santa• s storehouse. 
I Santa• s reindeer. 
I, The letter was from Santa. 
Santa has a magic key. 
1 1 
Oral 
L D 
6 
4 
4 
1 
7 
3 
26 
27 
Picture 
5 
12 
10 
Dog bit Santa 1 
Of the twenty-six children who gave oral responses, twenty II 
I four liked the story and two disliked it. The largest number l 
!1 of oral responses was under plot. The remaining oral responses ! 
I 
1 were under character, length, and personal association. All 
II the 
II 
twenty-seven pictures were under plot. 
Story 23. MOVING DAY 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 
Responses 
Oral 
7.60 1.14 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Charac-
Plo t ~-t..::eo:r-:::--
Ll) L D 
3 
Pers. Total 
Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
LD L DL DLDLD 
'
1 Pictures 
21 
38 
19 
26 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
Oral Picture 
L D 
They were moving to a new house. 7 13 
The kittens were not lost. 10 10 
It was about kittens. 3 
1 
10 
! They were riding in the car. 
Moving van travelling along. 
I I Moving men working. , ) 
I 
I The nineteen children who gave oral responses liked the 
story. The largest number of oral responses was under plot. 
The remaining oral responses were under character. All the 
pictures were under plot. 
II 
I 
I 
II 
Story 24. SPRING IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Mean Standard Deviation 
9 7.-13 1.39 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Charac-. Pers. Total 
Res:Qonses Plot ter Humor .Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
'LD L D L D L D L 
' Oral 29 2 2 
Pictures 19 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
Fell off sled, turned into snowballs and 
snowmen. 
Father took children to school on sled. 
Looked like snowballs. 
Looked like snowmen. 
Mr. Brooks ran and got on sled. 
J Didn1 t know where father was, fell off. 
D 
Thought going to be spring and then snowed. 
Spring is coming. 
Milkman coming to house covered with snow. 
Looking out window to see snow. 
Fell off sleds. 
L D L 
Oral 
L----n 
16 
2 
5 
2 
l 
l 
l 
l 
2 
D 
33 
19 
Picture 
5 
9 
4 
l 
Of the thirty-three children who gave oral responses, 
!thirty-one liked the story and two children disliked it. The 
I 
I 
34 
II 
1/ 
j; 
r largest number of oral responses was under plot. The remaining II 
1\ oral responses were under humor. All the pictures were under II 
I· plot. 
I 
II I 
l1 
I 
. I 
Possible Score 
9 
Responses Plot 
Ll5 
Oral 24 1 
Story 25. THE STORM 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Standard Deviation 
8.17 1.06 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Charac-
ter 
L D 
Pers. Total 
Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
LDL DL DLDLD 
1 1 
1 
Pictures 32 
24 
32 
II 
I SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
II 
1j Children brought food to Mrs. King. 
They had a ride in the truck. 
The people shared food. 
I 
I 
j They picked up Peter. 
The boy was helpful. 
Truck plowing snow. 
The house and snow storm. 
I 
I Baby had nothing to eat. 
Oral Picture 
L D 
7 4 
7 14 
5 8 
4 2 
1 
2 
2 
1 
Of the twenty-four children who gave oral responses twent~ 
three liked the story and one disliked it. The largest number 
i of oral responses was under plot. The remaining oral responses ' 
j were under humor and personal association. All the thirty-two 
/
1 
pictures were under plot. 
35 
Story 26. BROTHER RABBIT'S FRIEND 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Mean Standard Deviation 
9 7.78 1.04 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Res:Qonses 
I 
I 
Oral 
Pictures 
Plot 
L D 
16 1 
24 
Charac-
ter 
L D 
1 
Humor Ending Length 
L D L D L D 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
They couldn't catch the moon. 
1
1 The joke was on Brother Rabbit. 
I They all went to get catfish. 
I Children read story aloud. 
They couldn't get catfish. 
It isn't nice to play tricks. 
Pers. Total 
Rh;y:me Assoc. Tested 
L D L 
Oral 
L D 
4 
10 
2 
1 
1 
D 
1 18 
25 
Picture 
18 
4 
2 
Of the eighteen children who gave oral responses, sixteen 
I of the children liked the story and two disliked it. The 
11 largest number of oral responses was under plot. The remaining 
oral response was under personal association. Twenty-four 
pictures were under plot and one picture was under character. 
6 
ll 
r 37 
I 
Story 27. SPRING AT~ 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 8.4.5 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
1 
Responses 
Charac-
Plot ter LJ5 _..,..L........,....,.D_ 
Pers. Total 
Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
LDL DL DLDLD 
II Oral 
1 Pictures 
29 6 
19 
I Breakiilg glass. 
I 
, Practicing baseball. 
garden. 
1 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
I Working in 
I I1r. Fisher 
Spring. 
and boys talking. 
Got money to buy baseball. 
Fixed glass that was broken. 
Father laughed when didn't have ball and 
glove. 
Couldn't get baseball and bat at begi~~ing. 
Broke glass. 
Oral L--n 
14 
1 
2 
4 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 
.5 
32 
19 
P&cture 
3 
13 
2 
1 
Of the thirty-two children who gave oral responses, twenty-
! 
six liked the story and six children disliked it. The largest 
I 
number of oral responses was under plot. The one remaining oral 
response was under humor. All the pictures were under plot . 
Story 28. 'WHAT TIME OF YEAR II 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
7 6.53 .68 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
I i Responses 
I 
Charac-
Plot ter 
LD L D 
Pers. Total 
Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 11 
LDL DL DLDLD 
l 
1 
Oral 22 3 
Pictures 25 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
2 1 1 23 
25 
Oral Picture 
The dog and cat were asleep. 
Flowers. 
Birds. 
I Hens. 
I 
!Spring 
I 
I pigs. 
I 
1 
It rhymed. 
I 
·Animals had a good time. 
Rabbits jwnp on grass, are usually in holes. 
I 
[Animals don't talk. 
I 
I 
L D 
3 1 
2 
5 
2 
5 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
18 
Of the twenty-three children who gave oral responses, 
eighteen liked the story and five disliked it. The largest 
number of oral responses was under plot. The remaining oral 
I responses were under humor, length, rhyme, and personal associaJ 
I 
I 
I 
tion. all the twenty-five pictures were under plot. 
Story 29. BOZO 
COMPREH~NS ION CffECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 8.72 1.29 
DI~TRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Responses 
Charac-
Plot --=--t.-e.;;.r-=--Lf5 L D 
Oral 15 1 
Pictures 22 3 
Pers. Total 
Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
LDL DL DLDLD 
3 19 
25 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
Oral Picture 
L D 
' The three of them became friends, 10 6 
6 mother woodchuck called Bozo. 
Jl The 
The 
1 
2 6 dog didn't bite him. 
Bozo got a home. 2 1 
Woodchuck went in hole. 3 
didn't come when mother called. 1 
Of the nineteen children who gave ora l responses, eighteen I 
I 
the children liked the story and one disliked the story. 
II The largest number of oral responses was under plot. The re-
j1 maining oral responses were under ending. Twenty-two pictures 
I were under plot and three were under character. 
! 
I 
II 
39 
I 
! 
1 .4o 
Story .30. BOZO IS 1&.§1 
COf'IP.LtEHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviatio~ 
1.04 9 
Responses 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Charac-
Plot ~-t-=e_r~ LD L D 
Pers. Total 
Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
L D L D L D LD L D 
loral 29 6 1 .32 
19 Pictures 19 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
Bozo in well. 
Bozo brought home by Mrs. Wheeler. 
Bozo got up out of hole. 
Got milk for Bozo. 
Lady strung the beans. 
Didn't know what he fell in but the lady did. 
Bozo dug hole in ground. 
Oral Picture 
L---""D 
16 5 
2 5 
5 
J 
1 
1 
1 
i 
1 Bozo helped John on the farm. 2 
Bozo went vis i ting and got candy. 
Bozo fell in well. 6 
7 
Of the thirty-two children who gave oral responses, twenty-
six liked the story and five children disliked it. One child 
liked part and disliked part. The largest number of oral re-
sponses was under plot. The one remaining oral response was 
under humor. All the pictures were under plot. 
Story .31. !£m BASEBALL FIELD 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
11 9-77 1.91 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Res£onses 
Charac-
Plot __,..-t..:;e""'r ___ 
L D L D 
Pers. Total 
Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
LDL DL DLDLD 
Oral 18 2 
Pictures 29 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
They made a ball field. 
Children waited for father. 
They heard mother's footsteps. 
They let everyone play ball. 
Children bought ball and bat. 
Father had a ball cap. 
The people helped. 
It was about baseball. 
Baseball store. 
Had to clean field, not play ball. 
2 
Oral 
t---r> 
7 
.3 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
20 
29 
Picture 
11 
8 
2 
4 
1 
Of the twenty children who gave oral responses, eighteen 
liked the story and two disliked it. The largest number of 
oral responses was under plot. The remaining oral responses 
were under personal association. All the twenty-nine pictures 
were under plot. 
Story .32. RED OAKS BALL ~ 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 6.78 1.22 
DISTRIBUfiON OF RESPONSES 
Responses 
Charac-
Plot ----=t:..:::e;::;r ___ 
LIS L D 
Pers. Total 
Humor Ending Length Rhxme Assoc. Tested 
LDL DL DLDLD 
Oral 20 
Pictures 25 
1 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
Red Oaks had a ball park. 
Betty hit a home run. 
The Blue Team won. 
I like stories about baseball. 
Boy said girl can't play. 
Practiced ball before game. 
Boy looking out window to see weather. 
.3 
Oral 
L----n 
2 
5 
8 
3 
2 
19 
25 
Picture 
12 
7 
.3 
.3 
The nineteen children who gave oral responses liked the 
story. The greatest number of oral responses was under plot. 
The remaining oral responses were under personal association 
and ending. All the pictures were under plot. 
Possible Score 
9 
Responses 
Story 33. BIRD BANDING 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Standard Deviation 
7.08 .95 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Pers. Total 
Humor Ending Leng!;h Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
1 43 
Charac-
Plot -~t..:::e;.:.r-=-­LD L D LDL DL DLDLD I 
I 
· Oral 31 
17 
31 
17 Pictures 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
Banding bird. 
Told how birds banded. 
Birds in the story were banded. 
Robin flew overhead when talking about it. 
Robin flew over them. 
Man Let Betty see through glasses. 
Betty took glasses. 
Ivlrs. Robin came. 
Betty asked who band birds. 
Bird in the nest. 
Got bird down, saw band. 
Mr. Fisher and Betty looking at robin. 
Oral 
L---r> 
Picture 
4 3 
8 
6 
3 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
14 
The thirty-one children who gave oral responses liked the 
story. All the oral responses were under plot. All the 
II 
li 
I 
11 pictures were under plot. 
Story 34. THE POTTLEBYS GO TO A PARTY 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
I
I Possible Score Mean Standard Deviation 
II 9 8.17 1.06 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
j Responses 
Charac- Pers. Total 
Plot -=~t~e~r=- Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
~ L D L D L D L D L D L D I 
I 
Oral 
Pictures 
20 1 
28 
1 
.SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
Mother had to sew. 
The Pottlebys won prizes. 
They used curtains and bedspread. 
The family got to the party. 
1 2 
Oral 
L D 
4 1 
4 
4 
6 
There were seven people and clothes for five. 2 
21 
28 
Picture 
4 
4 
20 
Of the twenty-one children who gave oral responses, 
eighteen liked the story and three disliked it. The largest 
number of oral responses was under plot. The remaining oral 
responses were under length and personal association. 
Story 35. A TRIP TO HARBOR .Qru 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 
Responses 
Oral 
Picture 
7.89 1.21 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Charac-
Plot ter 
LD L D 
19 
28 
Pers. 
Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. 
LD L DL DLDLD 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
Total 
Tested J 
19 I 
28 I 
Oral Picture 
Betty was going to be a radio singer. 
It was about a newspaper. 
j The children got new clothes. 
' It was about the mounted police. 
They enjoyed trip to Harbor City. 
They went by air station. 
Dog took the keys. 
L--n 
12 6 
4 5 
2 5 
1 1 
6 
3 
2 
The nineteen children who gave oral responses liked the 
story. All the oral responses and all the pictures were under 
plot. 
5 
I 
Story 36. WHERE THE RIGHT SHOE WAS LEFT 
-- ---
CO~~REHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 .81 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Responses 
Charac-
Plot ter LD L D 
Oral 27 
Pictures 18 
Pers. Total 
Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
LDL DL DLDLD 
6 2 29 
18 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
Oral Picture 
L----r> 
Looking in icebox. 4 5 
I Looking under bed. 
r,ooking behind clock. 
4 
9 
3 
3 
.
1 
Running around block with shoe. 3 7 
Couldn't find shoe. 3 
Stepped on high chair. 2 
Danced around arid . found shoe. 1 
Went around with no shoe. 1 
The twenty-nine children who gave oral responses liked the 
story. The largest number of oral responses was under plot. 
The remaining oral responses were under humor and rhyme. All 
the pictures were under plot. 
/' 6 
-jt 
I 
!I 
Story 37. IVIOTHER1 S BIRTHDAY SURPRISES 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
11 1.61 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Charae- Pers. Total 
Responses Plot 
L"15 
ter Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested ! 
L DLDL DL DLDLD 
Oral 20 
Pictures 26 
They made a cake. 
Mother had a rest. 
1 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
Dad and children forgot supper. 
They smelled cake burning. 
Mother and family had party. 
Setting the table. 
Mother brought home food. 
2 
Oral 
L D 
5 
5 
4 
3 
3 
1 
2 
23 
26 
Picture 
3 
11 
10 
2 
The twenty-three children who gave oral responses liked 
the story. The largest number of oral responses was ~~der 
plot. The remaining oral responses were under humor and per-
sonal association. All the twenty-six pictures were under plot. 
Story 38. _!1 1QBQ WINTER SLEEP 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
11 8.87 .71 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Charac- Pers. Total 
Responses Plot -=~t~e~r=- Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
~ L D L D L D L D L D L D 
Oral 18 
Pictures 25 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
Bozo ran away with lady's curtain. 
Bozo gpt his hideout fixed up. 
Jolm and father w.ent ~ to lool{ for footprints. 
Bozo ate all the food. 
Woodchuck and boy. 
Oral 
L D 
7 
6 
3 
2 
18 
25 
Picture 
8 
9 
5 
1 
2 
The eighteen children who gave oral responses liked the 
story. All the oral responses and all the pictures were under 
plot. 
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Story 39. ~ IN THE WOODS 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
Resoonses 
7.75 1.13 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Charac-
Plot . ter 
LJ5 L D 
Pers. Total 
Humor Ending ~ength Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
LD L D L DLDL D 
I Oral 27 2 
1 Pictures 19 
1 1 31 
19 
I 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
Oral Picture 
L--n 
I Lost in the woods. 4 13 
I Telling directions. 2 4 
I 
When lost remembered directions. 7 
Was showed how to find way home and did. 6 
Found way home. 5 
Didn't know how got lost, surprised when told. 1 
Pointed finger to sun. 
Walked .into woods for rabbit. 
People out in woods looking for him. 
Silly to chase after rabbit. 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
Of the thirty-one children who gave oral responses, twenty-
nine liked the story and one child disliked it. One child 
liked part and disliked part. The largest number of oral re-
sponses was under plot. The remaining oral responses were unde 
9 
humor and length. All the pictures were under plot. 
Story 40. THE PROUD ~ 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard 'Deviation 
11 10.44 .69 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Responses 
Charac-
Plo t _,...:::t..;;:;e.::.r.,.._. 
LD L D 
Pers. Total 
Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
LDL DL DLDLD 
Oral 23 3 
Pictures .30 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
The cat jumped out window. 
The strong men. 
The cat went home. 
The cat got a bath. 
The cat made house look nice. 
The cat ran away. 
The cat going to the castle. 
The cat and the castle. 
The cat in the woods. 
1 1 
Oral L--n 
9 
4 
26 
.30 
Picture 
4 3 
1 2 
2 
.3 1 9 
5 
8 
.3 
Of the twenty-six children who gave oral responses, twen 
two liked the story and four disliked it. The ·largest number o 
oral responses was under plot. oral responses 
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1 under plot. 
Story 41. WHERE THE BROOK WENT 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
I 9 1.25 
I 
I 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
I ResJ2onses 
Charac- Pers. Total 
Plot ter Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
LDL DLD L DL DLDLD 
Oral I Pictures 
I 
I 
22 
24 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
They went to look for the brook. 
Oral 
L---r3 
4 
Peter would have his own airplane someday. 9 
, They visited shop. 
They were given a drink of water. 
Grandfather told them about horseshoeing. 
4 
3 
2 
19 
24 
Picture 
17 
3 
3 
1 
The nineteen children who gave oral responses liked the 
story. All the oral responses and all the pict ures were under 
plot. 
5:1 
Story 42. THE RICH GOOSE 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 8.13 .97 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Res:eonses 
Charac-
Plo t --=..;;t..;;e .... ro::::--LD L D 
Pers. Total 
Humor Endi;gg Length Rhyme Assoc. Tested 
LDL DL DLDLD 
I Oral 27 Pictures 16 2 3 1 
,SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
31 
19 
Oral Picture 
Goose tricked by other birds. 
Goose and boy. 
Man picked up goose. 
Started out poor and ended up rich (goose). 
Goose smart enough to know they were taking 
corn. 
1 Tricked goose. 
I Goose in woods. 
Corn growing tall. 
L---r5 
19 8 
4 7 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
Of the thirty-one children who gave oral responses, twenty 
eight liked the story and three children disliked it. The 
largest number of oral responses was under plot. The remaining 
oral responses were under character and humor. Sixteen of the 
pictures were under plot and three were under character. 
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Story 43. THE GREATEST FOURTH OF JULY 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 .62 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Responses 
Charac-
Plot . ter 
LJ5 L D 
Oral 18 3 
Pictures 30 
Pers. 
Humor Ending Length Rhyme Assoc. 
LD L D L DL DL D 
1 
SUBDIVISIONS OF PLOT 
Total I 
Tested I 
21 
30 
Oral Picture 
The wind blew the tracks away. 
The people had a party. 
They got new tracks. 
The country store. 
Eating ice cream. 
The railroad train. 
The store and the railroad. 
L---n 
4 3 
4 
6 
4 
5 
1 
11 
6 
4 
3 
Of the twenty-one children who gave oral responses, 
eighteen liked the story and three disliked it. The largest 
number of oral responses was under plot. The remaining oral 
response was tmder personal association. All the thirty 
pictures were under plot. 
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CHAPTER III 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
The purpose of this study was (1) to determine the quali-
ties which interest the children at grade two and grade three 
level for the stories in Over g City Bridge, published by the 
!
American Book 
l the likes and 
1book, and (J) 
Company, basal reader 22 level, (2) to discover 
dislikes of the children for the stories in this 
to discover the reason why the children like or 
!dislike the stories in this book. 
I 
To accomplish this, forty-three stories from the American 
I 1Book Company basal reader Over~ City Bridge were read to two 
I 
I 1second grade and one third grade classes. All the stories were 
I 
!read by the teacher to the children and checked in one of three 
!ways, oral response, picture, or comprehension check. 
The limitations of this study are: 
1. The number of participants was restricted. 
2. The geographical distribution of the participants 
was restricted. 
J. The different responses were by three different 
groups. It was not possible to have any one 
group give all three responses for the same 
story due to the time element. 
55 
The following conclusions were made: 
1. The high scores on the comprehension checks 
indicated that the stories were understood. 
2. Most of the children liked the stories in Over 
I ~ City Bridge, published by the American Book 
II 
Company. 
3. The plot was the element of greatest interest. 
4. Humor was the element of second choice. 
5. Length, rhyme, and ending were of least interest. 
6. Some stories were disliked dur to plot, personal 
association, and length, for example: 
"Don't like city stories." 
"Don't like little short stories." 
"Didn't like it because they couldn't 
get baseball or bat at beginning." 
"Didn't like it because Bozo fell in 
and got wet. n 
Suggestions for Further Research 
1. Conduct a similar study using a wider geographical area. 
2. Conduct a similar study with a larger group of children. 
3. Make further analysis of the pictures produced in this 
study. 
4. Conduct a similar study checking each story in all three 
ways. 
APPENDIX 
II 
I 
CHECI<LISTS OF STORIES 
1. The Big City 
1. Dick was going to the city for the first time. 
2. The ride was a short one. 
J. Mr. Polaski lived in the country. 
4. Dick knew how to look after horses. 
5. Illr. Polaski's horse was not afraid of the fire truck. 
6. Dick stayed with the country horse. 
7. The city horse didn't like city noises. 
8. Mr. \tJills said Dick did the right thing. 
2. City Horse 
1. Jack was a horse. 
2. Jack liked the city building where he lived. 
J. Jack wanted to live in a red barn. 
4. A gray work horse lived next to him. 
5. Jack's new master was good to him. 
6. The farm horse was nice to Jack. 
7. Mr. Polaski missed Jack. 
8. Jack missed the city. 
9. Jack was a country horse. 
J. Birds That Tell Time 
l. Dick's aunt Polly lived in a small house. 
2. Aunt Polly's garden was on the roof. 
J. The flowers grew in a box. 
4. Mary and her brother lived in the building. 
5. The children fed some robins. 
6. The birds came home because it was raining. 
7. Dick whistled to make the birds come home. 
8. The birds know when it it time to eat. 
9. The clock on a big building called the time. 
4. The Flying Balloon 
1. All the balloons were happy. 
2. The red ba lloon sailed away in the wind. 
J. The red balloon didn1 t want to play with the pigeons. 
4. Everything in the country looked sad. 
5. The balloon wanted to stay in the apple tree. 
6. The man climbed the apple tree. 
7. The man left the balloon in the tree. 
8. The man gave the balloon to his boy. 
9. The balloon wanted to stay in the country. 
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5. The Harbor 
1. The bridge was the best pltice to see the harbor. 
2. They went to the bridge on a train. 
3. They stayed on the bridge a short time. 
4. The brown botits were fishing boats. 
5. The black and red boats were work boats. 
6. The big ooats sail far away. 
7. The city boys knew how to catch the cows. 
8. George and Ted helped Dick put the cows on the boats. 
9. Dick showed them what a country boy could do. 
6. The Lighthouse 
1. The lighthouse was in the harbor. 
2. Jack sailed across the harbor to get his father. 
3. The lighthouse flashed his lights to show fish the w~ 
4. When Jack grew up he drove a bus. 
5. The lighthouse thought Jack did not need his help. 
6. The new bridge had a light. 
7. One night the light on the bridge went out. 
8. The men fixed the light on the bridge before Jack 
flew home. 
9. Jack got lost because there was no light. 
7. Home At Last 
1. Dick was going to live in Harbor City. 
2. Dick wanted to buy a present for his mother. 
3. Dick liked a handbag with flowers. 
4. Aunt Polly paid ten dolle~s for the present. 
5. Aunt Polly was going to ride the moving stairs. 
6. Aunt Polly was going to meet Dick on the toy floor. 
7. Diclc was going to ride the moving stairs. 
8. Dick told the policeman he was lost. 
9. Aunt Polly went home without Dick. 
10. Dick liked to be called Sonny. 
11. Aunt Polly went on the train with Dick. 
8. Whistling Friends 
1. Bill lives with his sister. 
2. Bill learned to '\'rhistle. 
-J. Kim was the name of his brother. 
·· 4. Did Kim have a cage? 
5. Kim flew to Bill when he whistled. 
6. Bill left the window open. 
7. Kim flew out the window. 
8. They found Kim in the park. 
9. Kim was happy to be back. 
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9. No-Whistle 
; 110. 
I 
! 
I 
I 
1. Joe is a boy who can whistle. 
2. Mr. Big would not buy No-Whistle. 
3. No-Whistle is afraid of mountains. 
4. Mr. Big would not ride in No-Whistle. 
5. Joe blew his whistle and said follow me through the 
mountain. 
6. No-Whistle was afraid to climb the mountain. 
7. No-Whistle was afraid he would get lost. 
8. Mr. Big told No-Whistle to go over the mountain. 
9. The people thought No-Whistle was brave to go over 
the mountain. 
Ted and J ally 
1. Jolly was a city dog. 
2. Jolly tried to do everything Ted did. 
3. Jolly was happy when Ted went to school. 
4. On Halloween the children had a funny circus at schoa 
5. Mary was going to be ringmaster. 
6. Mr. Fielding wanted to leave Jolly at home. 
7. Jolly thought the lion was going to hurt Ted. 
8. Jolly ran into the circus ring to sh0\'1 off. 
9. The people were angry with Jolly. 
I ll. Airport Dog 
1
1 1. Bill had seen an airplane before his trip to the 
airport. 
2. Bill saw an airplane land. 
3. The people had to jump from the plane to the ground. 
4. Bill found a lost dog. · 
5. It was a small dog. 
6. Bill bought the dog for himself. 
7. The dog cost seven dollars. 
8. Bill got a birthday present. 
9. Bill gave away a present. 
12. The Clown and the Monkey 
1. Ted was going to the circus. 
2.. The clown was alive. 
J. The clown was going to be in a play at the library. 
4. Ted bought the clown in a store. 
5. The monkey pulled the string and made the bus stop. 
6. Other children brought marionettes that they had made. 
7. The bus driver stole the clown. 
8. The man who owned the monkey brought Ted's clown to 
the library. 
Ted w s rr 
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I 13. The Seven Little Goats 
I 
1. Mother Goat was proud of her children. 
2. Mother Goat wanted the wolf to come in. 
3. The wolf was going to mind the children. 
4. The wolf's voice sounded like mother goat's voice. 
5. The wolf used cream to make his voice pretty. 
6. The wolf used white flour to make his feet white. 
7. The wolf caught all the goats. 
8. The .baby goat hid in the big clock. 
9. Mother Goat fooled the wolf by putting rocks in the 
flour bag. 
14. Horse That Went to School 
1. Bill Hays was going to be a mounted policeman. 
2. There is such a thing as a horse school. 
J. Jumping Jack has to take tests. 
4. Bill thought Jumping Jack would pass all the tests. 
5. The boys watched the test. 
6. Two tracking means helping to push back a crowd. 
7. Jack was afraid of crowds. 
8. Jumping Jack failed an important test. 
9. Jumping Jack made a good police horse. 
I Like the City 
1. The park is pretty in the spring. 
2. I play a singing game with the birds. 
3. At the store I buy a round red balloon. 
4. The balloon costs a dime. 
5. We hever travel when it rains. 
6. Some trains are away up high. 
7. Streetcars and trains go fast. 
8. The city is a quiet place. 
9. It is not fun for girls and boys to live in the city. 
Go-Go Finds Out 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
s. 
6. 
7. 
8 •. 
9. 
Go-Go lived with Mrs. Polaski's uncle. 
Go-Go was goiTl_g back to the old country with the uncle. 
Go-Go tried to find out what he diCl. not know. 
Go-Go liked to swing on the bunch of bananas. 
The dog kept Go-Go on his back. 
Miss Wendy made the red hat for .an important woman. 
Go-Go sailed over the top of the park fence with the 
balloons. 
Go-Go stopped for the bears and lions. 
Go-Go stayed with the monkeys in the zoo. 
6:1 
17 0 
I 
I 
- i 19. 
I 
I 
I 
Mr. Plum and the Little Green Tree 
1. Mr. Plum worked all alone. 
2. Mr. Plum owned the green trees. 
J. At first, the mayor said to cut down the tree. 
4. Mr. Plum gave the men food. 
5. Nr. Plum looked funny when he got on the bus. 
6. The mayor was glad to see him. 
7. Mr. Plum knew what was the matter with the mayor. 
8. Did Mr. Plum need his apron after all? 
9. Did the mayor have the tree cut down? 
The Elves and the Shoemaker 
1. There were many books in the library. 
2. The shoemaker was very poor. 
J. He did finish making the shoes before he went to bed. 
4. In the IIDrning the shoes were all made. 
5. The shoemaker gave the shoes to a little girl. 
6. Soon he had enough money for everything he needed. 
7. The shoemaker's wife was making the shoes. 
8. The shoemaker and his wife made presents for the 
elves• 
9. The elves went up the chimney and never caneback. 
A Home for Master 
1. Mr. Goodyear owned a pet shop. 
2. Master thumped his tail because he was sad. 
J. Things fell over when Master thumped his tail in the 
pet shop. 
4. Master could live in a city apartment. 
5. Mrs. Bunch lived in Harbor City. 
6. All the newspapers told about Master. 
7. f"Irs. Bunch wanted "to let" the dog house. 
8. Mrs. Bunch sent Master back to Mr. Goodyear. 
9. Things fell down when Master thumped his tail in 
the big front room. 
Jack Frost 
1. King Winter called to Jaclc Frost. 
2. Jack Frost rode in an airplane. 
3. At first the flowers were glad to see him. 
4. Jack Frost said the flowers would get a good sleep 
during the winter. 
5. Jaclc Frost painted just the leaves. 
6. He told the children to store fruits and nuts. 
7. King Winter came. 
8. Jack Frost left when daylight came. 
q J~ck Fro~i". W:=!C:: ~om1n.Q" h~~k 
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21. Christmas Magic 
1. Uncle Joe makes toys. 
2. Uncle Joe kept his surprises in a closet. 
J. The toys would be ready when Santa got there. 
4. John' s family was poor. 
5. John did not want anything at all. 
6. The children asked Uncle Joe to make a reindeer for 
John. 
7. Uncle Joe said he would malce a reindeer right away. 
8. On the day before Christmas Uncle Jo e opened his 
secret box. 
9. He gave John a live reindeer. 
22. A Letter From Santa Claus 
1. Santa Claus was writing to the children. 
2. Santa Claus liked mothers and fathers best. 
J. Sa~ta Claus has his workshop in his front yard. 
4. Santa Claus keeps track of every new baby. 
5. Santa Claus comes at other times besides the night 
before Christmas. 
6. Santa Claus always uses his reindeer. 
7. Santa Claus always hops down a chimney. 
8. Santa Claus has a magic key to get into houses. 
9. Santa Claus is afraid of dogs. 
10. The dogs thump their tails because they are glad to 
see Santa Claus. 
11. Santa Claus has never been late. 
23. Moving Day 
1. Their new home was far from Harbor City. 
2. The new house had enough room for the family. 
3. George's pets went with him to the new house. 
4. Mrs. Brush was Mary's mother. 
5. They left something behind. 
6. Mr. Brooks hurried when Mary asked him to. 
7. They moved in the spring. 
8. George was at the new house first. 
9. The kittens were really lost. 
24. Spring is Just Around the Corner 
1. The children did want to wear their winter things. 
2. Mother told Peter that he might need his winter 
clothes. 
3. When Peter got up in the morning it was hot and stmny •
1 
4. The trains went to the city even though it was cold.. 
5. It was the month . of December. 
6. The children needed winter clothes. 
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7. The children went to school on the train. 
8. Peter's father fell in the snow. 
9. ~nowmen melt in the spring. 
25. The Storm 
1. Father was working on the. highway truck. 
2. John King's mother needed milk for the baby. 
J. It was easy to travel through the snow. 
4. Peter liked to eat beans. 
5. John couldn't get home because of the storm. 
6. They went by the house where John's aunt lived. 
7. They took John home in the truck. 
8. The storm was going to last another day. 
9. The Woods family and the Brooks family ate alone. 
26. Brother Rabbit's Friends 
1. There were five animals in the play. 
2. Brother wolf and Brother Bear and Brother Lion wanted 
to go fishing. 
J. They were going to carry the fish home in a box. 
4. Brother Rabbit was the one who said there were no 
catfish in the pond. 
5. Brother Rabbit told them how to catch the moon. 
6. Brother Wolf liked the water. 
7. Brother Rabbit tried to catch the moon. 
8. They caught the moon. 
9. They played a joke on Brother Rabbit. 
27. Spring At Last 
1. Peter and George wanted to buy some garden seeds. 
2. They bought a ball, bat and glove in the store. 
J •· The baseball glove was too large. 
4. The ball broke a window in Mr. Fisher's flower house. 
5. The boys wanted to pay for the window. 
6. They had fifty cents. 
7. The window cost two dollars. 
8. The boys worked for Ivlr. Fisher in order to pay for 
the window. 
9. Then they worked for Mr. Woods and made enough money 
to buy a smaller bat, ball and glove. 
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28. What Time of Year 
1. It is the time when seeds come up. 
2. A puppy and kittens are in the snow. 
J. Rabbits run in the green grass . 
4. The new leaves are noisy. 
5. Yellow, white, and blue flowers grow along the garden 
fence. 
6. The hens fly over the garden fence. 
7. A blue and a red bird say it is spring. 
29. Bozo 
30. 
Jl. 
1. The hole was in a field. 
2. The woodchuck's bed was made of grass. 
3. Bozo's eyes were open from the beginning. 
4. The woodchucks liked the milk they got. 
5. When Bozo t-fas a baby the noise of the dog made him 
afraid. 
6. Mother woodchuck would clap to make them hurry home. 
7. Bozo was caught with a box. 
8. Bozo was always afraid of John. 
9. The woodchuck's name was Barker. 
10. Bozo and Barker did become good friends. 
Bozo is Lost 
1. Bozo helped John. 
2. Was Bozo every hungry? 
J. Jom1 and his father and mother went to the city. 
4. Bozo found the gate was open. 
). Nrs . Wheeler gave him some nuts. 
6. fvlrs. Wheeler pushed him into a dark hole. 
7. Did Bozo get out? 
8. Bozo climbed up on a board. 
9. Nrs. viheeler guessed how Bozo got wet. 
The Baseball Field 
1. Peter and George waited all week for Saturday. 
2. Saturday was the day they went home. 
3. Peter stayed in bed all day Saturday. 
4. Peter• s father took a long time to do things on 
Saturday. 
5. Mr. Woods was going to stay home all day. 
6. Mr. Woods had his baseball cap from high school. 
7. The boys were pleased to hear the girls w2nted to 
play baseball. 
8. Mr . Woods said they could play in the street. 
9. Betty thought of playing in the big empty lot. 
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35. 
10. Everyone cleared a patch of ground .• 
11. The mayor wanted the lot for himself. 
Red Oaks Ball Park 
1. They had enough players for two teams. 
2. George Brooks was the head of one team. 
3. Each team had nine players. 
~. There was a teacher on one of the teams. 
5. Had the mayor ever played on a real team? 
6. The first game was on Sunday. 
7. Was there food at the game? 
8. The mayor played catcher in the game. 
9. Did Betty get a home run? 
Bird Banding 
1. The same robin came to Mr. Fisher's tree every year. 
2. Mr. Fisher put a band on h i s leg so he would know 
him from the other robins. 
3. A good way to mark a bird is to paint his feathers. 
4. Should children t ry to band birds? 
5. A bird bander puts his name and address on the band. 
6. If someone finds the bird they send it to the Bird 
Banding Office. 
7. Mr. Fisher put Mr. Robin in a cage. 
8. The robins come back to the same place every year. 
9. Birds can fly many miles. 
The Pottlebys Go to a Party 
1. Everyone in town was going to the mayor1 s party. 
2. The Pottlebys were sad because they had old clothes. 
3. Mrs. Pottleby sewed over all the clothes three times. 
4. Some of the Pottlebys had to stay home. 
5. Mr. Pottleby bought himself a new suit. 
6. Mrs. Pottleby bought herself a new dress. 
7. Everyone laughed at the Pottlebys. 
8. The P'Ot tlebys had more fun than anyone at the party. 
9. Each child won a prize. 
Trip to Harbor City 
1. The children wore last year's sun suits. 
2. The children got up early. 
3. They left on time. 
4. The Evening World was the name of a book • 
5. The children saw a printing machine. 
6. The children ate lunch before they saw the printing 
machine. 
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7. Mr. Woods went to work that afternoon. 
8. The children saw real horses on the mounted police 
show. 
9. They bought something else in town besides the sun 
suits. 
wbere the Right Shoe was Left 
1. I wok.e up early this morning. 
2. I went to dancing school. 
J. My sock was under the bedclothes. 
4. I jumped on my left foot because my shoe was lost. 
5. There were six eggs in the icebox. 
6. A piece of bread was in the icebox. 
7. My shoe was in the icebox. 
8. My shoe was behind the clock. 
9. After I found my shoe I ran around the block. 
Mother's Birthday Surprises 
1. Mrs. Woods liked to wear pretty things. 
2. Peter paid a lot of money for the ring • 
.3. Mr. Woods and the children gave mother the presents 
right away. 
4. Saturday was a cold day. 
5. Mrs. Woods loved all the presents. 
6. I"'r. woods and the children wanted to give mother a 
rest. 
7. Mother could smell food cooking. 
8. Mrs. Brooks and Mrs. Woods went to a moving picture. 
9. Mr. Woods and the children baked a birthday cake for 
mother. 
10. Mrs. Woods brought home food from the store. 
11. The cooks thought only of birthday cake. 
A Long Winter Sleep 
1. Bozo changed. 
2. Bozo followed John King all the time • 
.3. Bozo dug his hole all the time. 
4. Near the hen house was a good place for a hole. 
5. Bozo liked the holes near the neighbors' houses. 
6. The hole near the barn was the one Bozo liked. 
7. Mrs. King let him have the curtain. 
8. Bozo stayed in his hole after he made it. 
9. Bozo came out after the rain storm. 
10. Bozo came out after the snow. 
11. Bozo could get enough air in his hole. 
39. Lost in the Woods 
1. Bill had been to Red Oaks many times. 
2. George wrote Bill a letter and invited him to come to 
Red Oaks. 
J. Bill brought some old clothes for play. 
4. George taught Bill how to tell north and south by the 
sun. 
5. Bull chased a rabbit. 
6. George stayed to watch the fire. 
7. Bill was lost. 
8. The men found him in the woods. 
9. Bill was glad George taught him to find north, south, 
east, and west. 
40. The Proud Cat 
1. Betty wa s going to read an interesting make-believe 
story. 
2. The proud cat lived with a poor old woman. 
J. The cat made the house seem fine. 
4. The cat believed all that he heard. 
5. The cat said he would return to the small house. 
6. The cat travelled toward the King's castle. 
7. The castle elves were happy to see the cat. 
8. The cat liked all the rich bells and clothes. 
9. The cat liked to be washed with hot water. 
10. The cat jumped through the open castle window. 
11. The cat knew better than to run away a second time. 
41. Where the Brook Went 
1. Peter went for the walk with his sister. 
2. The real direction of the brook was north. 
J. The brook was part of a river. 
4. There was a bridge where the brook met the river. 
5. The gasoline station was always there. 
6. The man they met was a blacksmith. 
7. It hurt the horse to have the shoes nailed on. 
8. It was a blacksmith shop fifty years ago. 
9. The grand~ather knew how to fix cars. 
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The Rich Goose 
1. The rich goose was tricked by the robin. 
2. The robin ate some of her corn. 
J. Mr. Crow gave the goose some more corn. 
4. The duck wanted to help Mrs. Goose carry her bag. 
5. The fourth rock in the river was covered with gold. 
6. The duck a te half of t h e corn while she was looking 
for the gold. 
7. The farm boy gave Mrs. Goose a ride on t he wagon. 
8. He told her to plant t h e corn. 
9. Did the corn grow? 
The Greatest Fourth of July 
1. Mr. Hammer had his first store fifty years ago. 
2. Each child ordered ice cream. 
). Red Oaks was started two years ago. 
4. The people helped to build Red Oaks. 
5. There were many stores in Red Oaks a t the beginning. 
6. The first train would reach Red Oaks on the fourth 
of July. 
7. The people lost almo t everything because of the 
strong east wind. 
8. The strong men were a fraid of the hard work. 
9. The people of Red Oaks did win after all. 
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